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It has been pointed out on a previous page that this
primitive sympathy implies none of the higher moral
qualities. There are persons who are exquisitely sym-
pathetic in this sense of feeling with another, experi-
encing distress at the sight of pain and grief, pleasure
at the sight of joy, who yet are utterly selfish and are not
moved in the least degree to relieve the distress they
observe in others or to promote the pleasure that is
reflected in themselves. Their sympathetic sensibility
merely leads them to avoid all contact with distressful
persons, books, or scenes, and to seek the company of
the careless and the gay. And a too great sensibility of
this kind is even adverse to the higher kind of conduct
that seeks to relieve pain and to promote happiness j for
the sufferer's expressions of pain may induce so lively a
distress in the onlooker as to incapacitate him for giving
help. Thus in any case of personal accident, or where
surgical procedure is necessary, many a woman is rendered
quite useless by her sympathetic distress.1

Suggestion and Suggestibility

" Suggestion " is a word that has been taken over from
popular speech and been specialised for psychological
use. But even among psychologists it has been used in
two rather different senses, A generation ago it was
used in a sense very similar to that which it has in common
speech ; one idea was said to suggest another, But this
purpose is adequately served by the word " reproduc-
tion/' and there is a growing tendency to use " suggestion "
only in a still more technical and strict manner, and
it is in this stricter sense that it is used in these pages.
Psychologists have only in recent years begun to realise
the vast scope and importance of suggestion and sug-
gestibility in social life. Their attention was directed to
the study of suggestion by the recognition that the pheno*
mena of hypnotism, so long disputed and derided, are

1 This is very noticeable in the case of vomiting, A tender mother
will sometimes turn away from a vomiting child with an irresistible
impulse of repulsion.